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WHAT ARE WE PUTTING INTOLIFE?

Jesus said, Truly I say to you, this

_‘1 poor widow has put in more than all

those who' ore contributing......For
she out of her poverty has put in
everything she had —Marg 12:43, 44.

The teaching of Jesus compels us
to mekes some startling resssess-
ments Mark-describes,for instance,
. how one day He was sitting near
the spot where worshippers in the
temple pub their offerings into the
- treasury- Some rich people put in
what we would call generous gifta:
Then came & poor widow worn wibh
toil who put in & copper coin: It
wag a mere trifle But Jesus saw

in it & love which bad flowered-in- -

to sacrifice, and remarked to His
digciples that her giit was greater
than that of allthe cthers; for she
had given-all she-had. It is a strik-
ing o_&mmentary on fhe real velue
of onr gifts as God sees them:. This
poor widow in ber threadbare gar-
ments shines in a light that makes
her forever beaubiful, and brings us
ander judgment. :

" In Georgia there is a fina school
that wae foonded by a woman 40
wears ago for tha youth of the re-
gion who were desperately poor and

lacked apy mieans of educabion- She

began it in her own home end ther?-
aftar put into it g.ll_ she had: As it
grew gifts came in _‘frum far’ aod

@AT B,;ﬂﬂ in tbe end 5?3,000,000 iIOm

Iﬁen;y Ford When a year or two
later Ford was being shawn roand
the buildings whu}h hls‘gli,fi had

made poseible, he said o t‘..ne foand-

ress, " How litéle I have given her?-

All the money in the world cou']’&n ]

have built the Berry Schools:

it makes us ask oorselves w?mt
we are really putting into »]Efe.

There is onr work, of 00UIEE, which

is onr greatest 1mal&amx! gonfiri-

¥

(By Dr- James 1Reid)

bution: We may be able to ppint
with gatisfaction to gsome solid
achievements- Something has been
attempted and something done Bub
work is A mediom tor theexpression
of our personalitys How much of
ourselves bhave we put into it? If
may often of necessity have been
mechanical — laying bricks or
screwing bolts. Bnt even in tha
material we fashion and in cur
contacks with those we work wikh
someafthing valoable from the spirib
may gebt through — cheerfulness,

iotegrity, reliability, a mind that

rejects what is shoddy and slipshod
and that keeps in view the sabis—
faction and comfort of those who
will use what we produce Some-
thicg lives on, ootlasts the material
apnd sinke into the founndation of
the world-

Or think of the lives of those we
live or work among- What are we
puliting into these? The question is
important, for each of ns contri-
bofes something to the moral and
spirifual atmosphera we all breathe
ag surely as we do to the physieal-
Whajg.we are has its effect on the
workshop, the office, the home.
“Thig® is .an unhappy ship,’’ a
steward said to me on & trip from
the States 1t was true and we all
felt it and knew that it came from
& bad epirit amcng some of the
persoonsl.

“"Out of the bears,” spid the Wige
Man, “are the issues of life. "' What
are we pulling into the air which
others breathe? 18 it a eritioal
spirib, a morose tamper, .a selfigh
ouflook, & mood of discourasement,
or is it the mood of courage, faith,
hope—the influence thab hag &
tonic quality like & wind {rom the
heights? Every heart can hold the

eprings from which the life of the
worid is mada new and, as Panl
gaid, ‘‘the greatest of thesa ip
love ”

Boi how are these springs to he
geb flowing in us? The Bible has
some shattering things to.say abont”
the huoman heart. It is “deceisinl
above all things and desperately °
wicled ” This language may seem
extreme, but each of us knows the
plague of his own heart. *'When I
wounld do good,”’ wrote Panl, “‘evil
is present with me- Who ghall
doliver me?”’ It is jost here that
the goepel message rings in our
ears : [ r {

When Jesus mrt the di%p]es
after their disasirons breakdown ag
Calvary He epoke « .word thag
gounds inceredible to fhose whao haye
come to despair of themselves and
to wish like Topty in Uncle Tom's
Cabin, that they could be “harp
again and born different.” "It ig
just that which Chrise offers. “Ya
shall receive power” He told the
disoiples longing to bs of deo/van’
knowing that in themsalyes they
had nothmng to put into the world
bhat could change' it “Yg gshalg 22
ceive power, anc}l ve sball be wit-
nogses unbto Me” hgpg ang beyond
even to the athermost parts of the
earth- Wa can only putinto lifs to
meke it new what God pubs into
ue- Bub that is exaofly - what He
promises to do

It happened et Pontecost asd it
¢an go om happening {

I.if ﬂ;}m couldst empty all thyself of

-~ self,

Like to a shell dishabiteds

Lhen might He say—""This 8 nok

dead,”— A

And fil] thee with Himself lﬂ-‘-‘“_ﬂd.

The gift of the Spirit meauvs nothing



less than thie—thae entry of God to
fill uns wikh Himself, His very live—
so that we become His agents, com-
manicating His Spirit *‘Thank
you,” ssid the gipsies fo Gaorge
Borrow when he said goodbye to
them, “thank you for coming to us
end giving ns God >’ By the gift
of His Spirit onr lives can become
an extension of the Incarnation-

Our impofence today as Caris-
tiang in the world around os is:
duoe to the fact that we have nof
grasped the wonder and Ghe hope
of this tremendoms possibility-
Christ can come fo live in us so
that He speaks with our lips, smiles
in oor happiness, touches and heals
throngh oor hands those wnom life
hag wounded lathis too high and
wonderfal to hopa for?

It ean happen foday- “If thoo
couldst empty all tbhyself of self,”
gaye T B Brown- This is beyond
ns. Buot it is not beyond fthe power
of Ohriet if we will let Him The
. roofis of self run deep and it may
take many & conflict to dislodge
them. But His Spirit knows no
wltimate defeat- We read how
people came o Him possessed with
evil spirits and how He cast oub
the devils and healed them- From
that -redeeming encounter with
Him these men went cut no longer
addin@ to the confusion and dark-
ness 'of the World, bub carrying
into ib, like a clean wind from the
hillg, the peace and joy and hope
that make life new,

PRAYER

0 God, who hast called us to the
inestimable privilege of being
fellow-workers with Thee, make us
ready and willing to receive Thy
Spirit- Open our eyes to the need of
the world around us that we may
See our own, Breathe into our
hearts the breath of Thy life that
through our contacts with others

their lives also may be renewed in
faith and hepe and loye.

———
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Thonght for the Week

To express my own thought ac-
curately I must say, not that the
bread and wine symbolise, or are
symbols of the Body and Blood of
Christ, but that sacramentally (i-e-
symbolically and instromentally)
they ere His Body and Blood, thab
is to say, wifh in the sacramental
achion thaet is their value and there-
fore their reality.

; Archbighop Temple
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THE BANK OF NEW INDIA Ltd.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Sri.
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K. George B. A., Trivandrum
| E.J. Philipose B: A. B. L. T
N 5 N O- Inasu, Trichur,
P. O. Karian M- A. B. L., Madras.
C-J-John B- A. Kottayam.

» P- T. Varughese, Perumpavoor.
P- K. Chacko, Alwaye.

K. E. CHERIAN,
General Manager.,
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Chairman:

| India’s Largest Composite Insuranee  Company
A. D: SHROFF, Hsq.
Yice-Chairman:  J. R. D. Tata, Bsq;
2 i * I! | <
New India Assurance Co. Ltd,.
H. O. BOMBAY. s
West Coast Brarnch:. Ernakulam,

sub Offices: Trivandrum, Alleppey, Calicut,
: Mangalore, Coimbatore & Madura,
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